
 1 

 

DEFER DRAGON’S BURNING NEWS 
Defer Behavior 

Pledge 

Today I will DO my 

best to BE my best 

I will be respectful 

I will practice re-

sponsibility 

I will always be safe 

I will show my 

Dragon pride. 

Defer Elementary School 

15425 Kercheval 

Grosse Pointe Park, MI 48230 

Phone: 313-432-4000 

Fax: 313-432-4002 

www.gpschools.org/defer 

May 5, 2016 

Karen Sullivan 

Defer Principal 

 

Seven  Habits 

Be Proactive 

Begin with the End 

in mind 

Put first things first 

Think Win-Win 

Seek first to under-

stand, then to be 

understood 

Synergize– together 

is better 

Sharpen the Saw 

Please RSVP to Rebecca.Fannon@gpschools.org or Ann.Lightbody@gpschools.org. 



 2 

 

 

 

 

This week, May 2nd to May 6th is officially National Teacher Appreciation Week 2016.  National 

Teacher Appreciation Day was May 3rd.  The history of National Education Week and Day is not cer-

tain.  The movement for such an observance is commonly thought to have begun around the time of 

World War II and Eleanor Roosevelt made a major push for the day in 1953. 

So what’s the big deal about teachers . . . .  

Great teachers give us a sense not only of who they are, but more importantly, of who we are, and 

who we might become.  They unlock our energies, our imaginations, and our minds.  Effective teach-

ers pose compelling questions, explain options, teach us to reason, suggest possible directions, and 

urge us on. 

Successful teachers are vital and full of passion.  They love to teach as a painter loves to paint, as a 

writer loves to write, as a singer loves to sing.  They have a serious purpose and yet enjoy enormous-

ly what they do.  They get excited about their subject no matter how many times they have taught it.  

They push themselves just as they push their students, and their classrooms become memorable 

learning experiences.   

Great teachers know they are always on stage and that who they are, how they act, and what they 

believe are as important as what they teach. 

During Teacher Appreciation Week and beyond, I hope you’ll consider the teachers who have en-

riched your life, and the teachers who are working to engage, educate and inspire students every day 

at Defer Elementary.   

 

http://blog.everfi.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/05/Teacher-Appreciation-Week-20111.png
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SAFETY/SERVICE 
 

 

In April, Defer Safety/Service crossed the street to the Pierce Swimming Pool.  It was a rainy 
day and perfect timing to get our swimming skills back to the fore front of our minds.  We en-
joyed snacks and drinks generously supplied by the PTO.  

  

Thank you Mr. Senska our lifeguard for keeping every one safe. 

 

If you see a Safety/Service doing a good job, please tell them 

Thank you, 

Helen Srebernak 

Safety/Service Member of the Month-April 
 

Safety:  Luke  M. 

Service:   Isabella C.          

  

Spring Concert---An Evening of Swing, Jazz, and Blues Music 

 

Join the Kindergarten, second grade, fourth grade and the Defer 4/5 Choir for 
an “Evening of Swing, Jazz and Blues Music” on Tuesday, May 10th at 7:00pm in 
Pierce Auditorium.  From the song “I Got Rhythm” to a Manhattan Transfer 
tune, “Birdland”, you’ll be sure to enjoy a wonderful performance by the Defer 
students!!  Hope to see you there  

 

Mrs. Elizabeth Moses, Vocal Music 
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Thank you to Mrs. Vosburg who came in to continue our disability awareness by 
sharing her area of expertise with the 4th grade classes.  She is a sign language inter-
preter.  She and her friend Ms. Chelsea, who is partially deaf,  shared an informative 
presentation that taught the class more about what life is like when you are deaf 
and about sign language.  We were amazed watching them speak through their 
hand gestures.  We learned that we are all more alike than we are different . 

 

Come and join us at the Defer Spring Social 
on Tuesday May 24, 2016 from 6pm-8pm! 

There will be pizza and popcorn for $1 per item. 
Wally’s Custard will be serving custard for $2. 

There will be music, a photo booth, and inflatables! 
The photo booth is $1 per student per visit and inflatables are free for unlimited use! 

The night is sure to be filled with fun. Hope to see you there!! 
Make sure to stop by the Gym to check out the Art Show as well! 

Please contact kimrhodes127@gmail.com with any questions! 
 

The GPP police will be doing bike inspections and issuing bike licenses so plan to 
have the whole family ride their bikes! 
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 ART 

  

  

  

 . 

  

  

  

  

May Specials 
Each day all of the Defer students attend a Specials class.   They include:  Art, Library/Spanish (3rd-5th), Music,  

Education.  Below is a birds-eye view into one aspect of each grade’s upcoming work this month and a great 

starter with your child--no matter what grade(s). 

 

All Defer artists have been busy creating their own fish for the Defer Rock Garden. These fish are based on the book "Only 
One You" by Linda Kranz. Every student first sketched out their fish design on paper. They then choose their own rock to 
paint with their fish designs. These fish will be on display in the front garden during our Art Show on May 24th.  

 A special thanks to the Defer PTO for providing rocks and Ms. Zuerblis for your help on this school-wide garden project.  

 
Mark your calendars! The Defer Art Show will take place on May 24th during the PTO Ice Cream Social from 6 - 8 p.m.. All 
students will have a 2D and 3D work on display. Projects and portfolios can be taken home the night of the art show.  

Kindergarten Kindergarteners finished a poetry/rhyming unit, and will be starting a Fiction/Non fiction unit on birds.  

1st 1st graders created a class book after fact-finding in books and online.  

2nd 2nd graders completed a biography unit using a graphic organizer for facts. They will be starting a Caldecott 

3rd 3rd graders are using dictionaries and encyclopedias, print and online.  

4th 4th graders using an online database for an animal research project.  

5th 5th graders are working in the library on their biography project, using KidsInfobits to find online sources.  

 LIBRARY 

  

                                PE 
Kindergarten Our kindergartners are practicing their throwing and catching skills  

1st First graders will be practicing working with partners for our upcoming Field Day  

2nd Second graders are practicing small group team skills  

3rd Third graders will be practicing a vareity of throwing & catch challenges.  

4th Fourth graders are getting their brains ready to use their skill in cooperative challenges  

5th Fifth graders will be working toward cooperative challenges in small groups.  

Field Day Annual Event Friday, May 27th! Check website and flyers to participate!  
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 MUSIC 
Kindergarten The Kindergarteners continue to work on their Spring Concert music.  

1st First Graders are discovering hand signals for Do Re Mi and learning about how melodies go up 

2nd The Second Graders continue to work on their Spring Concert music.  

3rd The Third Grade is finishing their Instrument Family Assessments  

4th The Fourth Graders continue to work on their Spring Concert music.  

5th The Fifth Grade will be rehearsing their Promotion Ceremony Song.  
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 
Staff Appreciation 

Week 

3 

PTO Meeting 

7:00 pm in the  

Library 

4 

Staff Luncheon 

PTO 

5 
Instrumental 

Concert 

7 pm in the gym 

6 7 

8 9 10 

Vocal Music Concert 

Grades, K,2,4 and Choir 

7:00 pm 

Pierce Auditorium  

11 
5th Grade Photo 

11:00 am 

12 

Town Hall Meeting 

6:00 pm in the  

Library 

13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 

Safety/Service 

Party 

Windmill Pointe 

Park 

20 

AM students only 

PM Staff 

Development 

21 

22 23 24 

Spring Social 

Art Fair 

25 26 27 

Field Day! 

28 

29 30 Memorial Day 

No School 
31     

 

May 2016 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 
5th Grade to 

Camp 

2 
5th Grade at 

Camp 

3 
5th Grade returns  

from Camp 

4 

5 6 7 8 
Field Day  

Rain Date 

9 10 11 

12 13 

1st grade picnic 

11-1 Patterson 

Park 

2nd grade picnic 

11-2  Patterson 

14 
Kindergarten 

Picnic 12:30-3:00 

Patterson Park 

All 3rd, 4th & 5th  

Grade picnic 

10-3:30 Windmill 

15 

10:00 am Awards 

Gym 

AM Classes only 

16 
5th Grade  

Promotion 

Ceremony 

10:00 am in the  

Gym 

AM  classes only 

17 
Last Teacher 

Day 

18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30   

June 2016 
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